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F
amed for her bold and spirited 
personality as much as her glamorous, 
iconic style, Katharine Hepburn started 
her life in the US state of Connecticut, 

and now a rare opportunity to own a piece of 
Hollywood history has arrived on the market. 
The star of the 1940s film Bringing Up Baby, 
Hepburn spent much of her life in the 
limelight, but when she had the time to relax, 
she would often retreat to her family estate in 
Old Saybrook, Connecticut, not too far from 
her birthplace. 

The Hepburn family constructed the colonial-
style residence in 1939, and it played the role of 
summer retreat for the next 65 years. With its 
picture-perfect private beach and an exclusive 
dock on Long Island Sound with boating access, 
you could be in the Hamptons in less than an 
hour; this property is the epitome of classic 
American design. The waterfront property is set 
across three floors, with six bedrooms, each with 
their own private bathroom, and a variety of 
other amenities  
and rooms including a den, a potting room,  
a pantry, and a living room and dining room 
that look over the Sound.

The East Coast haven underwent a renovation 
in 2005 to bring the 1930s building into the 
21st-century. New York builder Frank Sciame, 
who handled the restoration of the 
Guggenheim Museum, oversaw the revamp, 
which included raising the structure, to ensure 
protection from the water during extreme 
weather, fitting modern amenities and 
seamlessly extending the house’s original 
structure to create more light-filled rooms. This 
all transformed while protecting the historical 
integrity of the property such as restoring the 
original pine panelled fireplaces.  

From the private jetty to grand fireplaces, 
Katharine Hepburn’s Connecticut estate is 
enduringly glamorous and the perfect haven 
to escape the city at any time of the year  

‘The Hepburn family 
constructed the colonial-style 
residence in 1939’
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Hepburn designated more than three 
adjacent acres to remain open surrounding  
the abode to create the perfect private family 
home, and to ensure that the stunning view over 
the water was left unobstructed. The location on 
the Sound is ideal for landing seaplanes directly 
in front of the house as Hepburn learnt in the 
1930s and 1940s when legendary film director, 
producer and aviator Howard Hughes did 
precisely this. The tranquil residence truly is a 
home from home, with all the modern 
technology you could need for your scorching 
summer, or cosy winter hideaway. It represents a 
truly elegant old-world American glamour with 
a touch of modernity; much like the leading 
lady herself. 
$14,800,000. For further enquiries, contact  
William Pitt Sotheby’s International Realty 
(williampitt.com)

‘The location on the Sound is 
ideal for landing seaplanes 
directly in front of the house’
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