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he Chase Collegiate

Upper School’s High-

lander Theater Compa-

ny will be presenting selections

from Rodgers and Hammer-

stein’s “Cinderella” at the South-

bury Public Library on Friday

April 8, at 6 p.m. The interactive

storytelling format will invite

children in the audience to be-

come part of the story and join

the dancers on stage, as

scenes from the show are act-

ed out as well. This produc-

tion features Southbury

resident Jess Cocomazzi as

Cinderella, and Newtown res-

ident Matt Auerbach as the

prince. Registration for the

free program is required. De-

tails, registration: 203-262-

0626, ext. 3.

ormer educator and advertising execu-

tive, and perennial avid reader, Kathy

Kehoe, of Washington CT, will lead two

book discussions on “Strong Women, Bad Choic-

es” at Washington’s Gunn Memorial Library:

“Persuasion” by Jane Austen on Tuesday April

19, at 4:30 p.m., and Edith Wharton’s “The Moth-

er’s Recompense,” on Tuesday June 14, also at

4:30. The novels by two of classic literature’s

most revered female authors show how two

women deal with the consequences of their ques-

tionable choices, and group input on the topic is

welcome. Book copies available at the circulation

desk. The program is free, with registration re-

quested. Details, registration: 860-868-7586;

www.gunnlibrary.org. 

F

THURSDAY, APRIL 7, 2016 5AC O U N T R Y L I F E REPUBLICAN-AMERICANC

he whole town’s talking

about the Haybarn Play-

ers. That was certainly

once the case for the Litchfield

Hills acting troupe that thrived in

the former half of the 20th century,

a cast whose main venue was a

barn built before 1830, converted

to an unpredictably popular the-

ater in 1925, converted to a single

family residence in 1986. In the

earliest days of the United States,

what is now a barn-style home

complete with a silo entryway for

added rural effect, began its exis-

tence as an actual barn. It was part

of New Milford’s expansive but

hidden Western View Farm, which

almost a century ago was bought

by a wealthy New Yorker as a re-

sort for other wealthy New York-

ers. The barn became a playhouse, and there the Haybarn Players would show off such plays as “The Whole Town’s

Talking” for such notables as cosmetics magnate Helena Rubinstein or silent film icon Gloria Swanson. “The Western

View Farm has received wide publicity,” stated a 1927 article in the New Milford Times. “The reason for this was the

establishment of one of the most

unusual little theaters in the

country.” Decades later it be-

came a camp, but by 1967 the

whole of it was abandoned.

Bought as a derelict in 1981 by

Gerard and Eileen Monaghan, its

final transformation from a play-

house in the style of a rustic barn

to a three-story dwelling in the

same style was perhaps as unlike-

ly as turning a hilly farm into a

destination resort. According to

the Monaghan patriarch, at first

glance even an engineer deemed

the structure irreparable. Then he saw the original chestnut beams, holding the structure with determination by pegs

instead of nails, and changed his mind. “We kept the bones,” the own-

er said of the antique chestnut support system, “and tore it down to

the frame…connected the silo.” The house of three bedrooms and two

bathrooms may not be entirely original, but it is still the same foot-

print, the same skeleton, and the same soul. Some could argue it is

better now, with an open floor plan reminiscent of its time as a barn —

something listing agent Rich Pomerantz called “way ahead of its time

in that respect” — a wood-burning masonry furnace, a greenhouse

with hot tub, and 23 skylights for a passive solar design. And of

course, as the name of the farm implied, the western view is spectacu-

lar.

—Jack Coraggio

Theater lies in its bones

ON THE MARKET

I N  T H E
D E T A I L S  
Listing: William Pitt Sotheby’s Realty

Price: $349,000

Bedrooms: 3  Baths: 2

Acreage: 1.3

Year built: Pre-1830

Do you have a home for sale with a sto-

ry? We’d love to tell it. Share with Alec

Johnson at ajohnson@rep-am.com.
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Fairy tale comes to life in Southbury

Literary food 
for thought
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This barn-style home began life as a real 19th century barn, then became a 1925
playhouse, then, in 1986, was developed into an actual house. 

As seen here in the kitchen, the structure is held together by its original chestnut
beams. 
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