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With its stately architecture and well-appointed landscaping, Westchester
can be a quaint escape from the city.

Westchester offers a comfortable sense of privacy, with each town providing its

own unique appeal. Main streets filled with shops and dining options bring the
communities together, offering opportunities to get to know your neighbors in a
walkable setting.

Homebuyers look for deeper community connections and more space

by Kelly Bryant

alia Valdes is a self-proclaimed “Westchester lifer” Having grown up in

North Tarrytown (renamed Sleepy Hollow in 1996), she can’t think of a

place she would rather call home. That’s probably why selling real estate in the

area comes so naturally. Valdes, a licensed associate real estate broker with Julia B.

Fee Sotheby’s International Realty, is a big fan of the lifestyle Westchester offers.

“When I walk along Main Street — we do have
main streets dripping with charm — I see so many
people who grew up here,” Valdes says. “I love talk-
ing to the seasoned folks who know the history of
the area, picking their brains about different places
and the stories behind them.”

In fact, she’s finding a lot of homebuyers who
moved out of the area for college or early career jobs
are flocking back to Westchester. At a recent open
house she noted that at least five prospective buy-
ers, each in their late 20s or early 30s, were expats
plotting a return.

“The resident retention rate is very high in
Westchester County,” Valdes says. “In my eyes, the
area provides everything. I can go on a beautiful
seven-mile hike just 15 minutes from where I live,
and on a good day with no traffic, I can also get to
Nolita in 40 minutes for dinner with my daughter.
That’s what keeps people here”

She says that in her market, which includes
Scarsdale and the villages along the eastern bank of
the Hudson known as the River Towns, if a house
doesn’t sell within a week, it begs the question:
Why? Maybe it’s the location, the price or the prop-
erty’s condition, but there’s little in Westchester that
stays on the market past seven days.

“When 1 first started in this business, that’s not
the way it worked,” she says. “The absorption rate
was a month or more.”

el

I

Listed at $895,000, a home at 23 Webatuck Road in Gaylordsville, Connecticut, has all the

LAKE LIFE

In Connecticut’s Litchfield County, inventory
and land availability are limited, driving up proper-
ty values. That’s great for homeowners, but less than
ideal for prospective residents trying to buy into
the market.

“We’re operating at historic lows,” says Steve
Pener, a real estate salesperson with William Pitt
Sotheby’s International Realty, based in the town of
Kent. “Generally speaking, people are staying where
they are, maybe doing more projects on their exist-
ing home.”

Pener notes that while builders in the area are
busy, that work tends to involve home additions or
renovations instead of spec development.

“There are three things that drive our market here:
privacy, views and water access,” Pener says. “Butwe
have very limited waterfront. Our lakes command
quite a bit of money, like Lake Waramaug, which I
would call the epicenter of Litchfield County real
estate. The towns of Washington, Kent and Warren
all share a little bit of access to that lake. But it’s a
finite resource.”

But what also draws buyers is the idyllic kind of
life they can have in Litchfield. When Pener meets a
young family new to the area, he directs them to the
local libraries which host children’s events. He also
points to a variety of nonprofits that call Litchfield
County home, with volunteer opportunities pre-

modern amenities one could want inside while maintaining its colonial charm outside.

rooms help bring the majestic scenery outside in.
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Rustic homes across Connecticut’s Litchfield County boast a rich history. Window-filled

The oldest recorded home in Warren, Connecticut, is currently for sale with an asking
price of $1.95 million. The property, situated at 184 Brick School Road, features four

senting a comfortable and productive way to meet
new neighbors.

“Kent is a pretty rural area with a little over 3,000
people,” Pener notes. “We have two stop lights.
So it’s good to get involved and a great way to
meet people.”

SOCIAL TIES

To get even further away from the city and a lot
closer to nature, the Berkshires remain a rural re-
spite for homebuyers looking to slow down a little.

“The wonderful thing about the Berkshires is that
whether you are a newcomer or you were born and
raised here, everybody blends very nicely,” says
Steven Weisz, a real estate broker with William Pitt
Sotheby’s International Realty. “I usually tell clients
that once you spend two weeks in the Berkshires,
you're no longer a newcomer. It’s very easy to meet
people and to let them get to know you.”

In fact, Weisz sends new clients to a fairly unex-
pected place to get to know neighbors — the local
waste transfer station.

“There are no garbage trucks in the Berkshires,’
he explains. “People actually go to the waste trans-
fer station. Crazy as it seems, it becomes a whole
social event. That’s where you really have conversa-
tions. A lot of transfer stations also include a swap
shack where people bring items they're done using
for someone else to take for free. A little out of the or-
dinary but it really is a community gathering place”

The area also holds a lot of architectural charm.
Some of Weisz’s favorite properties to list are those
that hold plenty of history — and quirks. He sold
Santarella, which is characterized by its gingerbread
house aesthetic and a winding stream to complete
its storybook appeal.

“The Berkshires attracts a lot of artists and other
creative people,” Weisz says. “So we do have some
very eclectic properties here. Some old churches
become available and a lot of lake houses. I'm able
to show people homes in many different styles and
sizes. There’s tremendous opportunity here.”
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bedrooms and three bathrooms, with a stunning open kitchen and dining area.

A



